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PART VII. Administrative Law

Agricultural
Land
Tribunals
(Adminis-
trative)

Lands
Tribunal

Board of Trade, and the Minister of Transport. One member must
be experienced in commercial affairs, one in transport matters and
the president must be an experienced lawyer. The president holds
office during good behaviour, but can be removed on the joint recom-
mendation of the three appointing Ministers. The other members
hold office for seven years and are then eligible for re-appointment.

Under the Agriculture Act, 1947, as amended by the Agriculture
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1954, regional Agricultural Land
Tribunals are set up to which farmers can appeal (inter alia) against
dispossession orders of the Minister, against directions' as to the
provision of equipment for land under supervision, against pro-
posals to retain land in the possession of the Minister, or against
proposals relating to the sub-division of agricultural land. The
subject matter of these appeals relate to considerations of policy
rather than of law. But there is a power to refer any questions of
law to the High Court. The Chairman of each Tribunal must be a
barrister or solicitor of standing who is appointed by the Lord Chan-
cellor; he appoints two other members, one from each of two panels
representative of the farming and agricultural land-owning communi-
ties respectively; the panels are drawn up by the Lord Chancellor.

The Lands Tribunal Act, 1949, set up two Lands Tribunals, one
for Scotland "and one for the rest of the United Kingdom. The
Tribunals are given jurisdiction over a variety of matters relating to
the valuation of property, including the assessment of compensation
for compulsory acquisition of land and rating appeals from the local
valuation courts. The jurisdiction can be enlarged by Order in
Council. The President of the Lands Tribunal, who must have held
judicial office or be a barrister of standing, is like the other members
appointed by the Lord Chancellor.1 These members must be banis-
ters, solicitors or persons qualified by professional experience in the
valuation of land. There is no fixed composition for the Tribunals;
this is varied according to the particular case as the President may
determine. Thus a single surveyor may sit or the President together
with members who are lawyers and surveyors. On the application of
any party a case may be stated on a point of law for determination
of the Court of Appeal; otherwise the decision of the Lands Tribunal
is final.

The establishment of the Lands Tribunal is of great interest
because it represents an attempt to collect the decision of dis-
putes relating to a variety of kindred matters into the hands
of a single court for determination. This may well be a pointer to a
solution of the problem of administrative justice on the lines of a

1 The President and members of the Lands Tribunal for Scotland are appointed
by the Lord President of the Court of Session.